The Diverse Voice of Poetry: Celebration and Exploration of Poetry Through Many Mediums

Project Description

The Diverse Voice of Poetry: Celebration and Exploration of Poetry Through Many Mediums and Muse is a two-day poetry writing workshop on September 20 – 21, 2005.  It will be a culturally diverse celebration and exploration of poetry.  The three workshop poets will be Jack Collom, Akila Oliver, and George Lee Miles.  Jack Collom is a professor at Naropa University in Boulder, Colorado.  Akila Oliver is a professor at Naropa University.  George Lee Miles is an actor, director, and teacher from Harlem, New York.  (See attached biographies).

Attention Homes is a residential treatment center and school for kids ages 12 – 18.  Attention Homes School also serves students who have been expelled or suspended from Laramie County School District #1 and Laramie County School District #2.  Attention Homes School will host the project.  All Attention Homes School students will attend the two-day workshop.  Attention Homes will invite limited number of students from Laramie County School District #1.  There will be approximately five slots reserved for students at each of the junior and senior high schools in Cheyenne.

The workshops titles are listed below:

I.  
Jack Collom – Poetry and Getting it Going 

II. 
Alika Oliver –Performance Poetry 

III.
George Lee Miles – Innervision

The Diverse Voice of Poetry: A Celebration and Exploration of Poetry Through Many Mediums and Muse is the title of the grant workshop.  Attention Homes School would be the host school.  Ricardo Sanchez would be the teen MC.  Jack Collom, Akila Oliver, and George Lee Miles would perform their poetry through their chosen medium.  The students who participated in the workshop would perform their poetry to a live audience at The Atlas Theatre in downtown Cheyenne, Wyoming on September 21, 2005.

The two day workshop on September 20 -21, 2005 would be where the students create, write, workshop, and perform their poetry on a stage. Jack Collom, Akila Oliver, and George Lee Miles will lead the poetry workshops.  The workshops would be held at The Atlas Theatre and the final culminating performance would be held Thursday evening at 7 P.M. Tickets would cost $3.00 per person. An Evening at the Atlas – Poetry Performances is the title of the evening performances.  The evening performances would be scheduled from 7 P.M. to 9:30 P.M.

The final evening performance will also be recorded and CDs will be produced and sold through Attention Homes School.  Megan Oteri, Project Director, will be the editor.  Attention Homes School will also produce anthologies.  Materials and recording time and instruction will be asked to be donated by ________________

The two-day workshop schedule follows:

September 20, 2005 ~ 8:30 A.M. – 2:30 P.M.

Workshops at Atlas Theatre

I. Innervison – George Lee Miles

II. Performance Poetry – Akila Oliver

III. Poetry and Getting It Going – Jack Collom

September 21, 2005  ~ 8:30 A.M. – 2:30 PM

Workshops at Atlas Theatre

I. 
Follow-up Workshop (title)- George Lee Miles

II. 
Follow-up Workshop (title) - Akila Oliver

III.
Follow-up Workshop (title) - Jack Collom


An Evening at the Atlas – Poetry Performances - 7 P.M. – 9:30 P.M.

7:00 P.M. -  7:45 P.M.– Sign-up readings by students who attended workshop and open invite to public

7:45 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. – Intermission

8:00 P.M. – 8:45 P.M. – Poetry Performance Readings by Jack Collom, Akila Oliver, and George Lee Miles (15 minutes for each artist)

8:45 P.M. – 9:30 P.M. – Poetry performance readings by students 

(Poetry Slam – sign-up)

MCed by Ricardo Sanchez (student) with background and experience recording Spoken Word poetry or Megan Oteri (Project Director)

An Evening at the Atlas – Poetry Performances will culminate the two-day poetry writing workshop.  This performance at The Atlas Theatre will give students an opportunity to showcase their poetry in front of a live audience.  Tickets will be free for students who attend workshop.   $3.00 per person will be the ticket price for audience members (parents, teachers, other).  It is estimated that 200 people will attend. This will generate $600.00 from sales to help pay for grant.  

Advertisements in The Cheyenne Tribune Eagle and The Casper Star will be placed to advertise An Evening at the Atlas – Poetry Performances on Semptember 21, 2005.    National Public Radio will do interviews the three visiting poets to also advertise.  Other advertisements will be made through Laramie County School District #1, Attention Homes, and other newspapers and radio stations in Cheyenne.

It is estimated that 200 people in the Cheyenne community will attend the evening performance.  It is estimated 30 Attention Homes students will attend the two-day workshop and evening performance.  It is estimated that forty students will attend from Laramie County School District #1 junior high schools and high schools.  (Carey, Johnson, McCormick, Central, East, CBOE, Pep Center, Triumph).  It is estimated that seventy students in Cheyenne will attend this workshop.  

Megan Oteri

Project Director

