Final Grant Report


Narrative questions

1.  

“The Diverse Voices of Poetry” was a two -day writing, poetry, and performance workshop on October 13 and 14, 2005.  It culminated with a successful evening celebration and exploration of poetry at “An Evening at The Atlas: Poetry Performances” on Friday, October 14, 2005 from 7:00 – 9:30 p.m.  Because so many young students and community members signed up to read, the evening went until 11:00 p.m.

The evening performances included an open mic reading from Cheyenne community members and workshop participants, professional performance poets, Jack Collom, Akilah Oliver, and George Lee Miles, and a real live poetry slam.  The poetry slam had two divisions, junior high and senior high.

Tickets were $3.00 for the evening performances.  Workshop participants got in free.

Yes, I did make a change to the original project proposal; I changed the date from September 20 and 21 to October 13 and 14 to accommodate Jack Collom and Akila Oliver to coordinate with their fall break at Naropa University.  I did not experience any unexpected problems.  I found the Cheyenne Little Theatre Players to be very helpful and they provided their own staff volunteers to be present at the evening performances at the Atlas.  

I felt that my expectations were met.  I felt the community truly embraced the project.  There were many participants in the open readings, as well as, attendance at the event.

3. 

 I did not have people fill out a survey.  
No officials attended the event.

4. The Wyoming Arts Council was so supportive.  Mike Shay volunteered on the Friday workshop, October 13.   He also MCed the Open Mic.  Mike Shay also helped in assistance with the writing of the grant.  Rita Basom was also very helpful with the grant as well.  The Wyoming Arts Council has always been wonderfully supportive of the creative writing and art grants they fund for Attention Homes.  Mike Shay also advertised the workshop and the evening performances on the WYO Lit Mail. There were several workshop participants that read it on that.  It was a successful way of advertising to the Wyoming literary community.  
5. The grant program was a complete success.  The students were so engrossed in the workshop that the evening performances were quite successful because they were excited and on stage.  The flow of the workshop was conducive to creativity, as it was held at the historic Atlas Theatre.  The poetry slam ran a lot longer than I expected.  But with two age divisions, one must plan on three hours for each division.  
I think the people that read during the open mic of the workshop was also a great success.  Dick Hart from Saratoga was interesting because on Wyoming Public Radio I had mentioned during the interview with Bob Beck that “…if you are a poet from Saratoga, than come on out and read.”  There were several adults who read their poems.  

The cd recording is quite delicious.  The words painted by our young youth.  I am excited to see the feedback of the cd recording.  The Wyoming Center for the Book has decided to fund the anthology.  The anthology will ready sometime in the spring of 2006.  There were two cds recorded.  The first cd is the professional poets and the open music readings.  The second cd is the two Poetry Slams. 

7. I have attached a flyer from the event that was designed by an Attention Homes student.  He will also be creating the cover sketch.  The Center for the Book is publishing the anthology.   I have also attached photographs from the event.  I have also provided a cd recording of “An Evening at the Atlas,” October 14, 2005.  I have also included a cd recording of an interview with Bob Beck on Wyoming Public Radio.
